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they would put a stop to the export of all supplies, even of those for
which licences had been granted before the 9th May—and suggested
that all the other Governments concerned should be asked if they
were ready to put the embargo into force without delay. Accordingly,
the Committee of Three despatched yet another circular communica-
tion to the Governments, and by the middle of August affirmative
replies had been received from about a dozen Governments. Thus
there appeared at last to be a reasonable prospect of achieving that
general embargo on the supply of munitions which had been indicated
by the League's Chaco Commission as the most effective method of
putting an end to the war between Bolivia and Paraguay.
(v) The Dispute between Colombia and Peru over Leticia
The dispute over Leticia which led to fighting between Colombia
and Peru in the early months of 1933 proved less difficult to settle
than the dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay which has been re-
viewed in the preceding section, and the Leticia conflict also differed
from the Chaco conflict in the fact that responsibility for the state of
virtual war which existed for some months was not divided between
the disputants. In the Leticia case there could be no doubt from the
outset that Peru alone was in the wrong. On the other hand, in one
respect at least, Leticia presented an even graver menace to inter-
national peace than the Chaco because there was a greater danger
that neighbouring countries might be drawn into the dispute. Both
Ecuador and Brazil were directly interested in the state of affairs at
Leticia: Ecuador because her own frontier with Peru had never been
determined, and the Leticia corridor bordered upon the district to
which both Ecuador and Peru laid claim j1 and Brazil because Leticia
was situated within a mile or two of the line which had been fixed in
1851 as the frontier between Brazil and Peru and because Peruvian
and Colombian warships could only approach Leticia through
Brazilian waters.
In the autumn of 1932 Leticia was still nothing but a village of
about 300 inhabitants, but its potential importance was considerable.
It was situated on the Eiver Amazon, at a spot which was within easy
reach of the confluence of several navigable rivers with the Amazon,
1 See the Survey for 1930, pp. 436-7. Kelations between Ecuador and Peru
were traditionally unfriendly, and they had not improved since the implemen-
tation of the Colombian-Peruvian treaty of 1922 had virtually blocked
Ecuador's access to the Amazon. Between Ecuador and Colombia, on the other
hand, relations had been growing better for some years, and a stimulus to
a closer rapprochement was provided by the development of international trade
across the Ecuadorean-Colombian frontier.

